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Fappy New Year
On the occasion of the Universal New Year 2018

the Pracheachun Magazine would like to express its sincere best wishes to Samdechs, Your
Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Lok Oknha, Government Officials,
Royal Armed Forces, Military Police, National Police, Compatriots, Diplomatic
Mission and International Organizations in the Kingdom of Cambodia good health,
wealth, happiness, prosperity and every success.

from the Pracheachun

@N\@A magazine @%@
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7 January — A Symbol of Peace, Prosperity, and Development

At present, the Kingdom of Cambodia has achieved full peace.
People are living in harmony, and strengthening national strand of
solidarity and unity within a country that is defending firmly foundation
of national independence and sovereignty. Cambodia is scoring fruitful
achievements in socio-economic development, contributing to
improvement of people’s living condition and unceasing progress. If
we look back and review status of our pitiful motherland and life in
unimaginable hardships of our people after salvation of the regime of
genocide on 7 January 1979, we are now proud for what we have done
and achieved till today. The 7 January day ended a darkest period and
ushered in a new era page of independence, peace, freedom,
democracy, and social progress. The 7 January day is a living force
full of energy of the Cambodian nation. Under the leadership of the
Cambodian People’s Party, our people in the whole country have been
making steadfast efforts and overcoming numerous obstacles with all
of their physical and mental strengths to score victories for our
motherland.

The Cambodian people in the whole country have been manifesting
their joy and participation in the celebration of the 39th anniversary of
the historic victory on 7 January (7 January 1979 - 2018) at a time
when the country is scoring numerous major achievements such as
the fourth-term elections of the commune councils on 4 June 2017 to
move democracy to further advancement, through efforts to strengthen
principle of rule of law, uprooting ploy of color revolution in Cambodia,
and making more progresses in socioeconomic development.

The 7 January day is a symbol of peace, prosperity, and development.
It is an historic truth that no one can misconstrue it. We all are
remembering always that peace comes from sacrifice of lives of our
patriots, leaders of the Cambodian People’s Party, and salvation of the
country from the regime of genocide on 7 January 1979. We have gone
through various phases full of obstacles until 1998 to achieve real
peace and full national sovereignty since 18 March 1970, when the
traitor Lon Nol launched a coup to remove Samdech Preah Borom
Ratanakaod.

Thanks to the victory on 7 January 1979, our people survived and
worked together in a ten-year period of national defense and
reconstruction (1979-1989) to create a founding course to search for
peace and national reconciliation to achieve the Paris Peace Accord
in October 1991. However, Cambodia was not yet at full peace, until
late 1998, since there was no yet Samdech Techo Hun Sen'’s win-win
policy that dissolved the Khmer Rouge organization militarily and
politically. That ended the war, and brought back to peace, national
unity, land reunification, and living together under one Constitution for
our people. Peace and political stability have provided a great and
unprecedented opportunity for socio-economic developmentin the last
roughly 500 years of the Cambodian history.

Under the shade of peace, the Cambodian people started to grab
chances for the country’s development. We are really proud to see that
Cambodia has achieved a striving economic growth up to 7,7%
perannum in the last two decades, and continues to achieve growth
around 6,9% for 2017 . The poverty rate of 100% in 1979 has dwindled
to 53.5% in 2004, and 13.5% in 2014. Our GDP in 1998 was just 253
USD per person. In 2013, it had jumped to 1,042 USD, and in 2017, it
has reached 1,435 USD. It will continue to go up to roughly 1,568 USD
in 2018. Cambodia ranked fourth in terms of the fastest poverty reduction
in the world, and was among the top seven countries in the world with
the fastest HDI growth rate in between 1990 and 2015. In 2016,
Cambodia rose from s status of low income to lower-middle income
country. We hope to become a higher-middle income country by 2030.

Particularly, in 2017, Cambodia’s economic sector continues to
indicate magnificent progress supported by flow of investments in
manufacturing, construction, tourism, and agro-industrial production.
Such economic growth and macroeconomic stability allowed our
people to search for jobs and make more income. Civil servants and
armed forces have achieved income higher and higher from one year
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to another through the Royal Government’s policy of salary increment
to over one million Riel in 2018. Hundreds of thousands of workers and
employees working in private sector have also grabbed chances of
increasing their incomes, whose minimum salary will reach 170 USD
in 2018, including yet other advantages provided by the Royal Government’s
social protection policy. The Royal Government of Cambodia issues
stringently basic measures and necessary policies aimed at resolving
difficulties, concerns, and responding to aspirations of people in the
whole country, and those challenging social and economic issues of
our nation.

While achieving such economicprogress, Cambodiahas alsomade
efforts to raise high democracy based on principle of rule of law, through
consecutive, legal and Constitutional national and sub-national
elections, while adhering steadfastly to a universal principle of respect
of human rights. Cambodia is resolutely against interference of internal
affairs, instigation, and racism - disguised underdemocracy and respect
of human rights - that can bring about violence, rebellion, and breaking
of national solidarity, only to serve political interest of traitors and foreign
circles who wish to remove legal Royal Government and pushed
Cambodia into flame of color revolution war.

Coincidentally, prestige of the Kingdom of Cambodia has been
raised high in the international arena, in which Cambodia has been
playing active roles with other states and international communities to
seek peace for countries in conflict under the framework of cooperation
with the United Nations. Cambodia ranked 35th among 125 nations,
and third among eight countries in ASEAN, by the United Nations, in
provision of troops for the UN peacekeeping operations. Cambodia
played significant role in guaranteeing world peace and security by
becoming a party to many international treaties and protocols.

These achievements have been real because of our country is in
peace. The country’s peace and peaceful life of our people is the
highest priority for the Royal Government of Cambodia. It is not
tradable and/or replaceable. We remember always the spirit of 7
January and the Cambodian people in the whole country unite to keep
peace, to defend national sovereignty, to prevent ploys, and to foil
attempts of all forms to push the country into havoc and instability once
again.

We will strengthen our strand of solidarity, national unity, raise high
people’s interest, exercise actions of merit with people, continue to
strengthen supremacy of the Party, and enliven the spirit of 7-Janaury
in everyone on our march towards greater elections of the Senate and
the National Assembly in 2018./.
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